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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Piece was written at the 
Dniverſity, towards the Cloſe of the Year 
1743. The Deſign of it is to take a Poetrcal 
View of the ſeveral Religions, that have prevail- 
ed in the World; which are repreſented by dif- 
ferent Genii reſiding in their different Temples, 
with the proper Symbols of their reſpective Faiths. | 
'Theſe are reduced to Four principal Heads; 
Paganiſin, Mohammedaniſm, Fudaiſm,and Chri- 

aua The latter is ſubdivided into Three, 
viz. Popery, Sectariſin, and true Religion ; by 
which laſt the Author would be underſtood to 
mean THE CHURCH or ENGLAND: a Church, 
he believes, both in its Doctrine and Conſtitu- 
tion, the moſt moon and Ponta upon Earth. 


The Author nat acknowledge himſelf obli- 
oed, for ſome material Hints, to an Eſſay of 
Mr. Addifon's on a ſimilar Gubied : ; though 
treated by him in a very different Manner. How 

great his Obligation is, will be beſt ſeen by 
looking into the F ourth Volume of the Tatler, 
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F myſtic viſions, and th' illuſive ſcenes 


* 


By wakeful fancy form'd, when Reaſon ſleeps, 


And the gay mimic mounts her airy throne, 
I fing. Do thou, celeſtial Muſe, inſpire 5 
s The daring verſe, and guide wy roving flight, | 
While borne on tender wings I boldly ſearch 


The dark receſſes of th' ideal world, 


— 


And intimate eternal truths to man. 


Now : 


tes 0 


New had the clarion oa with lively din, 


— 


10 Scatter'd the thin remains of night, and chas'd 
, The filent ſpectres to their hallow' d haunts; 
When, plac d by magic ſlumber's potent ſpell, 


In the deep centre of a lonely grove 


Trembling I food : High arching o'er my kad 
15 Th' inwoven boughs diffus'd a fearful gloom; 
More fearful, from the glare of ſhooting fires CE 
Athwart the ruddy ſky : Around, above, * fb. 
Ten thouſand hideous brain-bred forms affright, 9 
Beating with leathern wings the duſky air: 
20 While thro' the wood on ev'ry fide aroſe 
A deaf ning clamour ; horrible and loud, 
As when the ſtormy deep, at dead of night, 
Howls for ſome trembling atheiſt's guilty head, 
And heay” n in thunder ratifies the claim; 
25 Then ceas d at once, and awful filence reign d 
In the fill air; but ſoon the haſty tread 
Of ruſtling feet amid the wither d leaves 
Alarm'd my ear, and, gliding thro the trees, 
Sudden 


(900) 


sudden a rev rend ſhape, to view reveal d, 


30 Beckons me forward: Full of days he ſeem d, 
Vet mild his look d clear, where dignity 
With ſweetneſs fat enthron d, and awe with love. D 
Surpriz'd I ſtarted ; he, with gentle lore, 
Exhorts me from this monſter- breeding wood, 
35 Replete with dreary forms, to wing my way, 
And ſeek with n RxLIOIOR's ſacred fane. 


He ſpoke, I follow'd: ſwift with witding ſteps 
| We thread the mazy path; and, ſoon emerg d 


From the brown ſhades to green enchanting fields, 
40 Breathe purer air, and ſeem to walk the ſky. 


Full in our light on marble columns rear'd 
A lofty tem ple ſtands, of cubic form, 
But riſing from the midſt an ample dome 
Swells to the ſight, beneath whoſe concave roof, 
45 Enthron'd in pompous majeſty, there ſat 


* 


An antient, hoary, venerable form. 


Fire fill d his eye, and thirſt of boundleſs rule 
B dat 


rr 


— — 


— — 


65 A pointed arch ſhoots u pward, delicate 


[: PE 1 ) 
Sat painted on his cheek, but envious tinm 
Had ſhrunk his furrow'd ſkin, and plow'd his front 
50 With wrinkles, ſure -prognoſtics of decay. 


Expreſſive emblems load his trembling hands; 

His right extends a ſceptre, and his left 

A ſwelling globe ſuſtains, whoſe e marks 

Earth's wide extent; yet ſcarce his feeble joints, 
55 Palſied with cating age, retain their hold, 5 

But, ſhrinking up, contract their narrow graſp. 

Low at his footſtool bend his ſervile prieſts 

With holy fillets crown d; and, ſcatt'ring grains 

Of fuming incenſe o'er the hallow'd flame, 


60 With balmy odours chear their fainting God. 


The ſtoried walls that grace the ſumptuous fane 
Front the four winds, and ope their brazen gates 


To all the diſtant dunner of the ſky. 


Northward, on ie ne * rais' d 


With 


80 


4% 
With gothic pride, and laviſh ornament. 


Beneath whoſe narrow bow in giant · ſtate 


Sat mighty Thor, that aw'd the frozen world, 


And ftretch'd o'er Saxon hoſts his iron ſway. 
Near him, like ſome Coloſſus, huge and vaſt, 
Stood crafty Woden, that in artful trance 


Div'd into fate, and thence commenc'd a God. 


Here too the maſſy forms of Scythian Gods, 


Beſmear'd with ſtranger's gore, tremendous frown'd 
#0; 


In dreadful ſhape ; as erſt when rear d amid 
The ſnows that cloath the bleak Riphean hills. 


There the red altars ſmoak'd with human blood 


To ſooth the ſavage pow' rs: the 8 there; | 
And myſtic Bards, from caves or moſs-grown oaks, 


Like ſolemn ravens boded dire events. 


High o'er the arch a window's ſpacious round 


In broad effulgence gleams, like Luna's diſk. 


B 2 +4 ad 7s With 


is Tron and Wopen were pe great Captains and Legiſlators of che Goths, 


and therefore honoured with divine Worſhip 
Author quoted by Sir W. Temple, We 600 Epileptic Fits, and in them 


pretended to receive his Laws by Inſpiration. 


The latter, according to an 


i 
With optic tube ſurvey'd : The pictur'd glaſs, 
Diſtain'd with lucid colours, richly glow'd. 
85 Round the tall vault, and where the gloomy light 
Breaks from above, the Runic lays inſcrib'd, 
In form uncouth and rude, record the praiſe 
Of many a chief by brutal courage rais'd 
To Heav'n's high dome, and number'd with the Gods. 


90 Faſtward the ſparkling wall with jewels blaz d 
From Indian quarries hewn ; the beaming gems, 
Diſpos d in rich variety, diſplay 
The gaudy worſhip of th' extended Eaſt. 
The glorious ſun, in flaming diamonds clad, 

95 Scarce feels diminiſh'd luſtre ; proſtrate falls 
The dazled Perſian, and in open air | 
Salutes the riſing monarch of the ſkies. 
Beyond, a motley group of Indian Gods, 
Each with his Bramin trembling at his fide, 


100 Magnificently ſhine, in orient pearl 


And fiery rubies deck d: The gaping crowd 


Of 
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130 
Of votaries with diſtant ſilence gaze 
Aw'd'by the radiant! ſhape themſelves had fram' d. 
There too, ſupreme among th infernal crew 
105 That erſt in Paleſtine preſum'd to fix WAL 
Their feats, grim Moloch ſtands, intoxicate 
With infants blood, that paſt thro ſeorehing flame 
To grace his horrid rites : The reſt were thoſe 
Whoſe ſhrines the fapient king on sion's mount 
110 Up- rear'd, by female blandiſhments miſ-led. 
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The South with pointed obeliſks was grac'd, 

And learned Hieroglyphs, divinely dark, 
Fraught with each myſtie ſhape that Egypt yields. 
There on the crowded walls ſhe pours her Gods 

115 Unnumber'd, as the ſands that cloath the ſhore, 


3 Or motes that wanton in the ſolar ray. 
Full in the midſt great Nilus ſwells his tide 
Exuberant, but veils the plenteous \ urn 
= Whence flow the ſruitful ſtreams: To guard his banks: 
120 The Crocodile unſheaths his triple row 

JET of 
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Of murd'rous teeth, and claims celeſtial rites 
For towns unpeopled, and for nat ions ſlain. 
There Iſis and Oſiris met my view, 
With dog Anubis, ook the . race 
125 Of quadruped divinities, that w dT 
From Nile's fecundant bed + The proſtrate tlirong 
Devoutly view the half. form'd Gods, that drag 
Their ſlimy lengths, and flounder in the mud. 
Nor far from thence the vegetable tribe 
130 Of Deities, that from well-temper'd mold 
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[| | Extract nutritious juice, in verdant rows : 
| Rear their tall heads, th' almighties of an hou „ | | 
| 5 That bud to day, and, parch' d with ſummer's heat, I 
=_ Fade ſrom their Godhead in to-morrow's ſun. | | 


135 Weſtward an arch, on Dorian columns rais d, 
Supports the fabled Gods of antient Greece, 
And Rome's proud tow'rs. There Jove, on Ida's top, 
Graſps the red thunder, and beneath his feet 
L Tramples the rebel Titans; here diſguis'd 


7 


h lewdneſs ill- combin d! 
warm embrace 
erea, lies intwin'd 


145 In Vulcan's net: The 


Where iron Pluto views his raviſh'd queen, 
Smi the coaſt 
150 Where black Cocytus rolls, the damn'd endure 


with grim delight. Arou 


Poetic tortures; there Ixion writhes 


= 


Chain'd to the burning wheel, who dur 


* 


There Tantal thirſts amid the liquid pool, 


attem Pr, 


their ſnaky whips; the trembling! crow 
Shrink from the ſtroke; and all the depth of 
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1 160 In ſculpture pat, and part in breathing paint, 
Stood prominent; each riſing figure, ſwell d 

f With bold relic 30 L 

| 1 Here, in attention wrapt, we gaze, and mark 1 
, \ 165 Melt into light, and marble rocks aſſume 

| A borrow'd ſoftneſs, as with ſouls iriform'd. : 

| 8 | . But ſoon the gay deluſion cloys the ſight, 
Dor long reſirains us from out deſtin d courſe, 

| When now the Pagan dome by. {low degrees 

j 170 Sunk from our light, and dipt its lofty head 

| Beneath th* horizon's verge, a ſtately moſque, '. 

| 5 With eaſtern pomp and Turkiſh grandeur deck d, 

. gaullutes our wand'rxing eyes. High Oer the front 

| | =. A gold en creſcent r cars her lucid horns, |. 102" 
=. 175 Emblem of growing power: The vaulted. roof, 

| — On twice ten thouſand tap ring columns rais d, 

} \ Glitters with radiant gems, like ſtars that gild 

| The 
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But gloomy, frowns o'ercaft his clouded brow. 
ed, form 
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185 He graſſ whole x« poin 

Reſts on a myſtic legendary page 
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190 In gay diſorder balmy flow'rets ſpring 


T' enrich 


Each with her am'rous ſwain ; or elſe, reclin'd 
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from bowls 


che bluſhing toſe, 
230 | 
Fir ' d at the guilty ſcene of brutal bliſs, 
. The hoary fage indignant frown'd, and jeſt 
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240 Faint copies of this great original! 


But, as we near approact 
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| *Perſepolis, deſtroy? d by We Xt Inſtigation of the Cou rteſan Thais. 
Villalpandus has undertaken to prove, that the Ornaments and Proportions of 
the Grecian Architecture were borrowed from Solomon's Temple at Feru ſatem. 
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2 50 Inſcrib'd on broad phylacteries, adorn d 


His prieſtly veſtments; on his ſwarthy 
Black Diſcontent hung low'ring ; at his feet 5 LW | 

Five ſmall, but' ſacred, books neglected lay: 

On theſe uprear'd huge tomes of holy lyes . 

255 Support his leaning arm; his hand behind 

| Graſps the ſwoln caſket, big with gold and gems, 
Spoils of th' uncircumcis d: By theſe inſpir'd, 
He grins with ghaſtly-joy, and ſcorns mankind. 
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Beyond him, draughted on the glowing wall, 
260 Terrific” ſcenes appear: On Sinai's to:: 
With darkneſs veil'd, 


In flaming fire; air blacken'd as he 


EHovan's ſelf deſcends = 


Farth tremblee, lightnings flaſh, big thunders roll, 
5 And the ſhrill trum pet's voice with loud alarm 
265 Awakes th' aſtonied camp : To ſilence aw'd, 
They hear his high beheſts in mortal ſounds = 
Burſt from the cloudy ſhrine : The mountain ſmoaks | 
With fervent heat, beneath th' Almighty's tread 
30 Convuls'd, and conſcious of th immediate God. 


a )) 


270 With pious awe my venerable guide 
Confeſs d the footſteps of Omnipotence 3 
Then through th' imperfect fane, by ns led, 
(A holy, rey rend, heav'n-direed band,) 
Shap'd his unerring courſe, to neighb'ring plains, 


275 Wherea new proſpect lures the roving fight. 


Rear'd on a ſplendid arc's triumphal m_ 2 
A waving ſtandard to the wind unfolds. 
The myſtic ſign that erſt confirm'd the faich 
Of Rome's. imperial lord, when high in air 


280 The flaming croſs beſpoke his dazled eye, 
ce In this believe, and conquer”, On we paſs 


To bliſsful regions, where the purple 
Glows with ſerener light, diffuſing round 
Ethereal rays, that hill and valley ſmiles. 


Rais d on a ſmooth aſcent three temples ſtand, 
Contiguous, yet diſtindt: In front appears 
A beauteous dome, and rear d on either hand 


5 
Two filter faties their rival honours boaſt; 
Diſcordant all, yet ench reſembling each. 
290 _— Wm = on PTY | _ N Wh 
| ines: T he gay Corvithiah Fre 
N Rich with e, t art and wanton pride, : 
IPO ab Kang d within, 
A thouſand conſecrated tapers yield 
t h illumin'd iſles a ſolemn laze, 5 
Each to ſome guardian gaint devoutly reard: 
While Rome's grey genius, touch'd with ſecret joy, 


Views her new Gods, unnumber'd as her old, 
300 In pagan ſhrines with pagan' rites ador d. 


Sz 4 N - bo 


_— 


<, —4 


fits 1 eme; bis face 

plow ; his palſied head 3 
Totters beneink a triple crown, but faſt _ 

305 He graſps the golden keys, that ope the gate 
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= 315 The adverſe fi 
Fell portreſs, opens wide 
| That grate wit 
1; Shot thro' 
Dim, ſhadowy forms, that rais' 


20 Loud wot 
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